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20  July  2015 


Dear  Sir/Madam, 

FREEDOM  OF  INFORMATION  ACT  2000  REQUEST  REF:  0593-15 

Thank  you  for  your  email  of  22  June  2015  asking  for  information  under  the  Freedom  of 
Information  Act  (FOIA)  2000.  You  asked: 

Could  you  please  send  me  any-and-all  records  held  by  the  Foreign  &  Commonwealth 
Office  which  concern  current  or  previous  plots  to  assassinate  Julian  Assange, 
including  those  generated  by  UK  and  US  security  agencies  such  as  MI5,  MI6  and  the 
CIA. 

The  FCO  can  neither  confirm  nor  deny  that  it  holds  information  relevant  to  your  request,  as 
the  duty  in  Section  1(1  )(a)  of  the  Freedom  of  Information  Act  2000,  does  not  apply  by  virtue 
of  Sections  23(5)  (information  supplied  by  or  relating  to  bodies  dealing  with  security  matters) 
and  24(2)  (national  security)  of  the  Act.  Section  23  is  an  absolute  exemption  and  is  therefore 
not  subject  to  the  public  interest  test.  To  the  extent  that  Section  24(2)  of  the  Act  applies,  we 
have  determined  that  in  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  the  public  interest  in  maintaining 
the  exclusion  of  the  duty  to  confirm  or  deny  outweighs  the  public  interest  in  confirming 
whether  the  FCO  holds  the  information,  and  that  to  give  a  statement  of  the  reasons  for  this 
would  involve  the  disclosure  of  information  which  would  itself  be  exempt  information. 
Therefore,  under  Section  17(4)  of  the  Act,  the  FCO  is  not  obliged  to  give  such  a  statement. 
However,  this  should  not  be  taken  as  evidence  that  any  information  that  would  meet  your 
request  exists  or  does  not  exist. 

The  FCO  can  neither  confirm  nor  deny  whether  it  holds  any  information  that  would  meet  the 
terms  of  your  request,  in  reliance  on  the  exemption  contained  in  section  27(4).  Section  27 
relates  to  international  relations.  Section  27(4)  is  a  qualified  exemption  under  which  we  have 
no  obligation  to  confirm  or  deny  whether  information  is  held  where  to  do  so  would  or  would 
be  likely  to 

(a)  prejudice  relations  between  the  United  Kingdom  and  any  other  State  or 


(b)  prejudice  the  interests  of  the  United  Kingdom  abroad. 

To  the  extent  that  section  27(4)  applies,  the  department  has  determined  that  in  all 
circumstances  of  the  case,  the  public  interest  in  maintaining  exclusion  of  the  duty  to  confirm 
or  deny  outweighs  the  public  interest  in  confirming  whether  or  not  the  information  is  held, 
and  to  give  a  statement  of  the  reasons  why  the  exception  applies  would  involve  the 
disclosure  of  exempt  information.  Therefore,  under  section  17(4)  of  the  Act,  the  FCO  is  not 
obliged  to  give  such  a  statement. 

The  FCO  can  neither  confirm  nor  deny  whether  it  holds  any  information  that  would  meet  the 
terms  of  your  request,  in  reliance  on  the  exemptions  contained  in  section  31  (3). 

Section  31  relates  to  law  enforcement  and  to  the  extent  that  section  31  (3)  applies,  the 
department  has  determined  that  in  all  circumstances  of  the  case,  the  public  interest  in 
maintaining  exclusion  of  the  duty  to  confirm  or  deny  outweighs  the  public  interest  in 
confirming  whether  the  FCO  holds  the  information  and  to  give  a  statement  of  the  reasons 
why  the  exception  applies  would  involve  the  disclosure  of  exempt  information.  Therefore, 
under  section  1 7(4)  of  the  Act,  the  FCO  is  not  obliged  to  give  such  a  statement. 

Once  an  FOI  request  is  answered,  it  is  considered  to  be  in  the  public  domain.  To  promote 
transparency,  we  may  now  publish  the  response  and  any  material  released  on  qov.uk  in  the 
FOI  releases  section.  All  personal  information  in  the  letter  will  be  removed  before 
publishing. 

I  hope  you  are  satisfied  with  this  reply.  However,  if  you  wish  to  make  a  complaint  or  if  you 
would  like  a  review  of  our  decision,  please  write  to  the  FOI  and  DPA  Team,  Foreign  and 
Commonwealth  Office,  Room  K4.14,  King  Charles  Street,  London,  SW1 A  2AH.  E-mail:  foi- 
dpa.imd@fco.qov.uk.  You  have  40  working  days  to  do  so  from  the  date  of  this  letter. 

If  you  are  not  content  with  the  outcome  of  your  complaint,  you  may  then  apply  directly  to  the 
Information  Commissioner  for  a  decision.  Generally,  the  Information  Commissioner  cannot 
make  a  decision  unless  you  have  exhausted  the  complaints  procedure  provided  by  the  FCO. 
The  Information  Commissioner  can  be  contacted  at:  Information  Commissioner's  Office, 
Wycliffe  House,  Water  Lane,  Wilmslow,  Cheshire  SK9  5AF. 

Yours  sincerely, 


South  America  Department 


We  keep  and  use  information  in  line  with  the  Data  Protection  Act  1998.  We  may  release  this  personal  information  to  other  UK 

government  departments  and  public  authorities. 


